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4 December 2006

Dear Parent
 
Over twenty new staff joined us at the beginning of this academic year and they have brought with them new ideas and great enthusiasm. They keep us in touch with classroom practice in the UK and internationally. Heads of department have been implementing new schemes of work and tidying up documentation in preparation for the visit by the Independent Schools Inspectorate in May. Curriculum planning for 2007-2008 is well advanced. Real progress in raising standards is achieved when teachers and parents work together to help pupils to achieve their full potential. We value your support in ensuring that homework is done and that your children take a full part in the life of the school. 
 
It is pleasing that work on the new boarding house is currently ahead of schedule. We shall be tendering the building of additional changing rooms and the laying out of a new games field early in the New Year. 
 
There are now over 1200 pupils in the school and we are working hard to manage this growth effectively.  Increased size supports a broad curriculum and varied extra-curricular opportunities. Of course there are dangers. We must ensure that each child feels a sense of belonging to his/her ‘school’ as well as to JIS as a whole.   
 
REOPENING OF THE LIBRARY 
On December 1st YB Pehin Orang Kaya Seri Lela Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji Abdul Rahman bin Dato Setia Haji Mohammed Taib, the Minister of Education, reopened our refurbished library. He also toured the school and heard about progress on a range of issues. The secondary stock had become rather stale, but we are expecting deliveries of large numbers of new titles imminently. Someone once said that a school is really just a few buildings arranged around a library. The JIS library is certainly one of the most important features of the school and we must do all we can to develop and extend it.   
 
INTERNATIONAL DAY
 
On the last day of term we celebrate our International Day. We are delighted to welcome our guest speakers who will give talks on a number of domestic and international issues:  Yang Behormat Pehin Orang Kaya Seri Utama Dato Seri Paduka Awg Hj Yahya bin Begawan Mudim Dato Paduka Hj Bakar, Minister of Energy, His Excellency Mr John Saville, the British High Commissioner, Her Excellency Dr Ruth Adler, the Australian High Commissioner, His Excellency Dato Haji Abdullah, the Malaysian High Commissioner and Mr Thouk Thol the Deputy Cambodian Ambassador. The talks will be followed by a concert in the gymnasium and the house Music festival. 
 
REPORTS FROM THE SCHOOLS
 
Junior
Numbers in the Junior School are growing steadily. Events have included Cross Country, a Teddy Bear’s Picnic, Current Bun Fun Day, Science Day, a Science Workshop for Parents, the Coin Drop and Book Week.  
 
Changes have been made in Maths and English to ensure clear provision for our EAL and SEN children. We have increased the level of support in some classrooms by appointing two new part-time teaching assistants. One of our main aims this year is to improve our reading resources. We are also looking to extend the range of first languages offered at Junior level.
 
A new Kindergarten class will open in January and a teacher has been appointed.  Staff have been working hard to get the room ready and new pupils are currently being enrolled. 
 
The Orchestra has doubled in size and is looking forward to performing in the Music Faculty Gala Concert on 7 December. The “Jerudong Singers” are now a choir of 20 very competent and enthusiastic singers. 
 
Middle
Eighty-eight pupils have joined the Middle School since the end of the last academic year. A Student Induction Day at the beginning of term was followed with a Welcome Evening for all Middle School parents.  
 
Pupils have been involved in numerous activities.  Year 6 went on a residential trip to Batchelor in the Northern Territories, Australia. House events have included cross-country, the House Extravaganza, basketball, athletics and music.  
 
The Middle School Student Council has discussed a range of issues.  They have produced a newsletter, worked on activity afternoons and offered ideas that were taken to the Whole School Council Meetings. 
 
We have tried to raise student awareness of important national and international issues through assemblies. Many pupils took part in the Middle School production Jewels of Laughter performed at the IPA in November. 
 
Upper School 
Progress has been made in combatting underachievement in the Upper School. Monitoring of students has begun and letters of concern have been sent home. Parents have also been telephoned to ensure that they are kept informed of their child’s progress and we have set up after school homework clubs on four afternoons a week. Student leadership has been strongly encouraged and our Student Council is now a dynamic group which not only leads assemblies and social events, but also takes an interest in the curriculum and the general development of the school. The Upper School is developing a solid identity. There have been more school assemblies and this has helped to bring the students together. Year 9 pupils are getting used to the idea that they are members of the Upper School. We have set about raising awareness of global issues in a number of ways: provocative assemblies on issues such as the war in the Lebanon have been organised; the Upper School News Board presents current affairs stories; the Upper School newsletter, written and produced by students, is, we hope, intellectually challenging. Some of our students have also attended the talks in the Sixth Form Centre and have enjoyed the opportunity to question diplomats. Assemblies have focused on the meaning of Ramadan, Deepavali and Poppy Day. 
 
The PSHE curriculum has been both challenging and practical. We have tackled difficult issues such as depression and anorexia as well as helping students to be well organised and properly prepared for the rigours of the examination system. Careers guidance has been significantly improved and we have recently developed a very promising relationship with ISCO, the UK Independent Schools Careers Organisation. Many Year 11 students have taken the Morrisby Test which provides detailed career profiles and the whole year received valuable advice from Simon Clarke, the regional head of this organisation.  
 
Sixth Form
We now have the largest Sixth Form within the FOBISSEA federation of schools. The  Sixth Form Council has organised events such as Peace Day, Fast for a Day and the Sixth Form Social. Students are also developing good links with Kisumu High School in Kenya. 
 
As part of our aim to improve the global awareness of our Sixth Form students, we have had presentations by the Pakistani High Commissioner and the US Deputy chief of Mission. In assemblies we have debated topics such as the dangers of the Borneo Haze and the wearing of headscarves by Muslim girls in the UK.
 
The PSHE programme continues to grow in strength. We have had sessions on personal identity and self awareness, together with ISCO careers workshops. Each tutor group has had library induction sessions and students are now making increased use of our newly refurbished library.
 
The students are fully involved in the school’s ASA programme and they also provide community service in school through the Make a Difference programme, offering classroom support, administration support and sports coaching. 12 students are taking the Gold International Award.
 
Many students have modular examinations in January 2007. Information about study leave has been circulated separately.
 
HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAREERS
All Year 11 pupils will have brief interviews on plans for higher education and careers by the end of the school year.  Year 11 tutor groups are also completing the Pathfinder questionnaire on the school network. This survey of students’ interests and abilities will generate suggestions for suitable future careers and provides a wealth of information about entry qualifications, starting salaries and professional associations.
 
Numbers registering for UCAS have nearly doubled this year, to more than 80. All students’ personal statements and applications have been checked and detailed advice given on corrections required or alternative universities to consider. A personal letter was sent to the parents of UCAS applicants who had not submitted their applications by 10th November, advising that these students were jeopardising their chances of offers from top universities. 
 
Some students are preparing applications to US and Canadian universities. The total number of such applications is likely to be around 40.
 
The featured “Careers of the Month” have been Law and careers using languages.
 
In conjunction with this, thirty students from Yrs 11, 12 and 13 visited the Supreme Court, the chambers of Lord Chief Justice and the Attorney General’s office. 
 
We are most grateful to the various officers of the Ministry of Law for providing such detailed and useful information to JIS students and for their kind hospitality.
 
MUSIC
 
Sixty musicians from the orchestra, jazz band and choirs performed a series of concerts to students at Chung Hwa and Panaga schools in Kuala Belait. The students also performed for the Panaga Music Society. 
 
In November a small group of students travelled to Thailand to represent JIS at the FOBISSEA music festival hosted by Garden International School in Rayong. The 90 minute gala concert was the highlight of the festival. The final item “O Fortuna” from Carmina Burana with a choir of 150 and orchestra of 80 will remain an unforgettable memory for everyone involved.
 
Throughout the term there have been performances at weekly assemblies in all schools. One of the highlights was Timothy Chua’s stunning rendition of “Russian Dance” on violin accompanied by the senior orchestra at a whole school assembly.   
  
At the end of November thirty students sat their Trinity College practical examinations.  Instruments included piano, violin, flute, trumpet and tuba with the grade levels ranging from Grade 1 to Grade 8. All thirty students passed their respective examinations and close to 50% of the grades were at distinction level i.e. above 85%.
  
In November the flute ensemble, chamber strings and drum line groups performed at the Mall in Gadong as part of the JIS promotional day and on December 1st the major ensembles performed for the Minister of Education. 
 
“Around the World in 90 Minutes” is the title of the gala concert which takes place in the gym on Thursday December 7th.  
 
SPORT
 
The cross-country competition was won by Red house. Winners of the individual events were: Emily Baird, Marina Isa-Kalebic, Apreetha Silva Das, Tiffany Liew, Madison Coad, Michelle Brouwer, Jeffrey Sales, Ryan Moran, James Lawrey, Kane Moran, Nicolas Grinde and Kovid Uppal.
 
At the ISB swimming gala, our team did well. Many of the swimmers participated in the FOBISSEA U13 games. Particularly strong performances came from Amanda Liew, Anderson Lim, Brendon Ho, Azim Shamir and Joseph Ling.
 
Football Funday was very successful with nearly a thousand participants. Our pupils performed exceptionally well and our Under 13 boys and girls won their events.
 
JIS teams returned recently from the Under 13 Fobissea Games in Pattaya, Thailand. Eight schools from Taiwan, Thailand, Malaysia, Brunei and Vietnam were represented in the competition. JIS sent a team of 11 boys and 10 girls to compete in swimming, athletics, football and basketball events. Of the 291 medals on offer JIS captured 71. The girls team won the bronze medal in basketball and the boys the bronze medal in football.  In athletics Maddison Coad collected four silver and one gold, Amanda Liew one silver, two gold and Nicolas Grinde gave an excellent performance with one silver and five gold. The swimmers collected 25 gold medals: Amanda Liew collected one silver, five gold, Anderson Lim seven gold, Joseph Ling one silver, four gold and Brendan Ho received five gold medals. 
 
The Jerudong Invitational Over 15 Football Cup and the Athletics Carnival took place in the last two weeks of term. 
 
A new scuba diving club has been set up this term. Five students have been trained up to the level of PADI Open Water Diver. These are: Joe Pimblott (8FR), James Clynes (13SFCL), Sarah Booley (11TR), Alice Gabites (9HA) and Kovid Uppal (8TI).  Scuba Tech International at the Empire have done the training, first of all in the beautifully clear lagoon for the confined water sessions and then out in the sometimes very rough Big Blue.  
 
Cricket continues to thrive at JIS. Many of our pupils have been training extremely hard, hoping to be selected for the Brunei Under 15 team for the ACC Challenge Cup, to be held in Thailand in December.
  
Rugby has developed rapidly this term. The Under 19s have played two 15 a-side matches against the Brunei Under 19 National side. The JIS Under 18 team had a convincing win against SOAS school in Bandar. A JIS Under 16 squad played in a Brunei schools sevens competition.  With the prospect of a new sports field and tours next year to other Asian countries, the school is working hard to meet the growing enthusiasm amongst the boys for this game. 
 
FIELD TRIPS
 
Geography: all the Year Nine geographers spent half a day visiting both Tungku and Berakas beaches, measuring beach profiles, looking at the role of sea defences, investigating evidence of erosion and deposition, and conducting a longshore drift survey. The data is currently being analysed and hypotheses tested within lessons. 
 
Biology:  Year 13 biologists took part in residential field trips to UBD’s Kuala Belalong Field Studies Centre in Temburong.  This annual trip is the high point of their advanced level studies. Students carried out detailed fieldwork on rainforest ecology, investigating both terrestrial and aquatic habitats.   
 
Art, Design & Technology:  ten Art & Design and Design & Technology students visited Shanghai. Students visited a number of art galleries exhibiting a diverse range of artwork. During an industrial visit there was the opportunity to see Computer Aided Design in action as it formed tools and machine parts for high precision industrial applications. A number of workshops for staff from the Ministry of Education and students from local schools have been held. Our new laser cutter is providing many opportunities for students to manufacture products of commercial quality in school. 
 
MODEL UNITED NATIONS
 
13 JIS students spent a week in November as young diplomats at the 2nd Singapore Model United Nations Conference. Representing Iran and Qatar, they wrestled with issues ranging from global warming to nuclear non-proliferation, touching upon the alleviation of world poverty as well.  
 
HEALTH AWARENESS 
 
The focus for Health Awareness Week this year was ‘An Active Life’.   Our younger students enjoyed various games, a sunhat competition and sun safe activities. Older students and teachers were given demonstrations of brain gym, yoga, relaxation techniques and explored mental health. All were invited to a talk on Bird Flu and a Headache Management Workshop.
 
STAFF DEPARTURES
 
We say goodbye to a number of staff this term. Grace Lai leaves after six and a half years’ service at JIS. Elsie Davies began in the Junior School in August 2002. Jaslina binti Awang Bol has been a support teacher for three years at JIS and Megan Baird returns to Australia with husband Jim after two years’ service. We are very sorry to see these teachers leave and we thank all of them for all they have done for the school. 
 
Michael Funder has made a enormous impact on music both inside and outside of the classroom. He has been involved in Middle School and Junior School music productions, Barbershop, Orchestra, Jazz Band, Concert Band and Orchestra. He has directed each of these ensembles at various times and he has composed and arranged music for all of these groups. He will be greatly missed by staff and students.
 
Goma Tanko has been at JIS for five years. He has made a huge contribution to the Maths department. He is an outstanding mathematician and is well loved by his pupils. We wish him well as he takes up a new position in Australia.
 
Jim Baird also leaves us to return to Australia. He has been an excellent Biology teacher, a marvellous head of house and house coordinator, a talented sportsman and a warm and generous colleague. In his time as deputy head of Upper School he did much to ensure the wellbeing of pupils in his care. 
 
Richard and Jo Wilton arrived at JIS on January 1st 1998, six months after the opening of the Secondary School. Jo Wilton has been an enormous support to the Food technology, Art and Design and Design Technology departments. She has done so much to organise our annual art shows. We will miss her incredible efficiency and her dedication to her job. She has been an outstanding colleague. Richard of course has been one of the key people in the management of JIS for many years. As an exams officer he has been exceedingly efficient. The measure of an exams officer is how little one hears about exams. Nothing ever seems to go wrong. His organisation has been faultless. As a timetabler Richard has resolved impossible clashes at the eleventh hour and always got pupils in front of a teacher in a classroom. It is not surprising that we have had to replace him with two people. What I admire most about Richard is his ability to sit through longwinded meetings and then interject with one brief sentence that cuts to the heart of the matter. We shall miss Richard and Jo and all of these staff enormously and they all go with our best wishes for the future. 
 
Term begins on Thursday 4 January 2007 at 7.40am.   Thursday 4 and Friday 5 are full teaching days, during which important work will be covered.  Boarders must return at 6pm on Wednesday 3 January, but not before this time. 
 
Thank you all for all your support for JIS this term. May I take this opportunity of wishing everyone a very happy holiday and happiness and prosperity in 2007.
  
Yours sincerely
 
 
John Price
Principal/Chief Executive 
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