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17 March 2006

Dear Parent

To say that this term has been busy is something of an understatement.  

FOBISSEA
Most recently, JIS hosted the Under 15 Games of the Federation of British International Schools of South East Asia (FOBISSEA). Over 400 students from seven countries were in Brunei. The Games opened with a marvellous concert attended by HRH Paduka Seri Duli Pengiran Muda ‘Abdul Malik. The orchestra performed a wide range of music. The concert began with the haunting melodies of the gamelan, the traditional music of Brunei. This was followed by the mellow tones of vocalist, Phillip Wang, items by violinists Amarit Gill and Tim Chua and very polished performances by the flute, xylophone and jazz ensembles, the Junior Choir and Girls’ Chorale.  The Da Dang Dancers impressed us all with their colourful choreography and student dancers gave excellent interpretations of jazz, classical and Irish musical numbers.  

Many thanks to our generous sponsors for making this event possible: Standard Chartered Bank, DST group, Brunei Shell Marketing Co Sdn Bhd, Brunei Shell Petroleum Co Sdn Bhd,  the Empire Hotel, Brunei Tourism, Milo Valentino, Delcol Water and Sahabaz. (I apologise that the two Shell companies were not referred to separately in the various speeches.) The staff and students of JIS made an enormous contribution to this event as liaison officers, judges, linesmen, timekeepers, drivers, first aiders and scorers. I would particularly like to thank the organising committee for all their hard work over recent months. 
   
The FOBISSEA football event was a huge success.  There were 13 teams for both the boys’ and girls’ events with students from all parts of Asia.  The girls from Tanglin Trust School in Singapore were deservedly crowned champions.  The boys’ event reached a thrilling climax. The final between JIS and Garden International School went to a penalty shootout competition.  The JIS goalkeeper, Joe Robertson of Year 9, was ultimately the hero of the day. He made two superb saves to give JIS the victory. 

 

The U15 swimming competition was also a great triumph for the JIS team. All of the students who competed won medals. The team was responsible for ten individual records as well as winning all four relays. These individual results made the JIS team overall winners in the large schools competition. The score was 474 points, over 100 points ahead of Alice Smith School in second place. 

In the swimming Mathew Turton, Amanda Liew and Maria Koh were placed first in three events and second in one other. Matthew and Amanda set two meet records. Maria also set new FOBISSEA records. Their performances were quite remarkable. 

The FOBISSEA basketball competition was held at the UBD sports centre. The winner of the boys’ championship was Bangkok Patana, who defeated Alice Smith in the final. The plate was won by Tanglin, who defeated Taipei European School. The girls’ championship was won by Tanglin, who beat the British International School of Jakarta. The girls’ plate competition was fought out between JIS and Garden School, with JIS winning the very exciting final.

There was a wonderful atmosphere in the athletics stadium. Many students broke their own personal records. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all the students involved for their enthusiasm and sportsmanship. This was surely the most important feature of the Games.

EXAMINATIONS AND REPORTING

A letter about study leave has already been distributed to parents of students in Years 11, 12 and 13. We ask you to ensure that your children respect these arrangements. Please do not allow them to take any additional time off. We are working hard to ensure that all syllabuses are completed and that there is time for proper revision. The next three months are a difficult period for our senior students as they prepare for very important public examinations. Year 11 students sat mock examinations in all subjects earlier in the term.  A statement of results was distributed to parents. All secondary students will receive a report at the end of this term. 

PASTORAL ISSUES

The security room is working well and seems to have solved the problem of petty theft at the school for the time being. There is no room for complacency however. Pupils should bring only small amounts of cash into school. No expensive electronic devices are allowed. Students need only basic mobile phones and valuables should never be left unattended in school bags.

 

We have been working hard on punctuality. Please help us to make sure pupils see the importance of getting to the right place on time. Some students still arrive at school after the 7.40am bell.

 

Some students are still trying to use cash at the canteen. Only vouchers may be used.

 

UNIFORM 

The new items of uniform are now on sale in the school shop and seem to be very popular. The younger students are looking smart in their coloured polo shirts and skorts. A few of the older girls have shortened their skirts and feedback from them is also very positive. May we remind parents that the skirt must remain below knee level? We are still awaiting the arrival of the open necked shirt for the boys. As soon as they arrive, we will inform you. Only this shirt may be worn without a tie.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Our current information about the progress of UK university applications is as follows:

 

Half of our Year 13 students and a former student making a post-A level application applied to universities in the UK last term. More than 60% hold offers from Russell Group universities. 

 

Our domestic Australian applicants (2005 graduates) once again secured places at the universities of their choice for February 2006 entry. They have departed for Melbourne, UQ and RMIT for courses in Architecture, Civil Engineering and Graphic Design respectively. Two other graduates, who completed their examinations in January 2006, secured places at Melbourne and the Australian National University respectively. 

 

We have a large group of students seeking places at medical school, as is often the case. Seven of these have applied to the UK. Other medical school applications been submitted to UBD (6), IMU, KL (4), Penang Medical College, India (2), Pakistan (1) and the USA (1). Others are applying for February 2007 entry (4) to study medicine in Australia. Applications for other subjects have also been dispatched to UBD (1), the USA (1) and Canada (5).    

MUSIC

Music events this term have included an A Level Music Recital by Hui Ping Ong (piano), Amarit Gill (violin) and Nicole Ong (flute), who performed solo and chamber music. Hui Ping and Amarit were joined by Timothy Chua and Samuel Wong (violin), Vanessa On and Yvonne Lim (viola) and Royston Tan and Nicholas Chua (cello) for a vibrant performance of Dvorak’s A major Opus 81 Piano Quintet. The music faculty produced a DVD of some of the best performances from 2005. 

On the last day of term 30 students from the Chamber Orchestra will travel to Singapore.  There will be combined workshops and performances with students from Tanglin School. 

The International Day Concert planned for the last week of term has now been postponed until Wednesday 26th April because of the HFMD outbreak and the national decision to close primary schools.

   

DRAMA

Next term sees the Drama Department launch its annual festival of plays. There will be a mixture of exam showcases and whole school productions.

The Sixth Formers will present: Stags and Hens (“Pre-wedding celebrations take a dark turn in Willy Russell’s typically witty take on working-class aspirations and the desire to escape to something better”); Waiting for Godot (Samuel Beckett’s classic comedy-drama); Criminelle (“the efforts of a gang of women to pull off a daring robbery offer a chance to deconstruct the modern thriller”).

This year’s GCSE group will be presenting The Bench, a multi-character comedy that shares many similarities with last year’s 15 Yards. It is a snapshot of a small segment of a bustling city and the lives milling through it.  

All the above shows will take place in May. Dates will be announced soon.

First out of the stalls, though, is the epic adventure United States. Westerns are surprisingly rare on the stage, especially given their movie popularity. There are certain technical reasons for this, our production cannily getting round one of the more pressing ones by at no point mentioning the word ‘horse’. United States taps into one of the most fascinating chapters of modern history, fashioning a story that is sweeping, comical and, ultimately, heart-breaking. Performances are on 19, 20 and 21 April with tickets available from the Stationery Shop now.

SPORT

The Under 15 and Senior Boys Football teams have been competing in the Brunei School Sports Association every Thursday after school since the December break. Both teams managed to play the entire season unbeaten and JIS has retained the championship trophies in both categories.   

After the break our Girls Netball teams and Boys Basketball teams will be competing in the Brunei Schools Sports Association. The Primary students are looking forward to the FOBISSEA Primary Games to be held in Bangkok in June. 

The House Athletics and Swimming competitions were a great success. They provided an excellent opportunity for teams to prepare for the FOBISSEA games.

2006 Athletics Results:
 

Overall House Results:          1st        
Blue

                                                2nd        
Red

                                                3rd        
Yellow

                                                4th        
Green

Individual Champions
                                                        
Boys




Girls

Year 6/7          
Nelson Fitzgerald                               
Amanda Liew

Year 8             
Michael Killen                                    
May May Vickers & Aishah      

                                                                                    
Baharuddin

Year 9/10         
Lane Fitzgerald                                  
Ashleigh Martin

Year 11            
Ayo Odunayo & Kishan Liyanage    
Ashley Holland

Year 12/13       
Matt Bacarreza                                  
Dinithi Perera
  

2006 Swimming Results:
 

Overall House Results:          1st        
Green

                                                2nd        
Red

                                                3rd        
Blue

                                                4th        
Yellow

Individual Champions
 

Boys




Girls

Year 6/7           
Anderson Lim & Brendan Ho            
Amanda Liew

Year 8/9           
Maria Koh                                          
Samuel Wong

Year 10/11       
Ashley Holland                                   
Edwin Silva Das

Year 12/13       
Norhana Stipic                                    
Alastair Ong

 

Our Soccer Teams did well in the Panaga soccer tournament in February winning first place in the U13s boys group and several second and third places in the other age groups. 

GLOBAL ISSUES CONFERENCE

JIS participated in the 4th annual Borneo Global Issues Conference held, as usual, at the ICC. 

 

Twenty eight students took part this year representing a number of high profile countries, including the USA, North Korea, Iran and Zimbabwe. There were outstanding performances from Chris Gibbs, representing the USA, both in committee and in the General Assembly. Other excellent performers were Shefeer Shereef, Andrew Read, Kate Lane, Vanessa On and Vincent Wong. It was also good to see some of our first timers, in particular Genevieve Dwyer, Emma Foulkes and Lauren Coad, make an excellent contribution. 

 

Anisha Sandhu and Yee Hong Ben held two of the four committee chairs. Both ran their committees efficiently and with quiet authority. 

 

In summary, all our students were excellent ambassadors for JIS, all thoroughly enjoyed the experience and are, no doubt, looking forward to participating in the Harvard Model Congress in September or the Singapore THIMUN in November. In the meantime, our Year 8/9 team goes to KL next month for their first taste of international MUN action. Good luck to Mr Hird and his team.

SCIENCE

A Physics Fun Day was held at the Empire in cooperation with Scubatech International. Students took part in a wide range of water based activities, including sailing a catamaran and scuba diving. They looked at the physics of water pressure and also had a great deal of fun.    

ECONOMICS

Over the last six months students and staff at JIS have been getting a taste of the exciting world of business by taking part in the online Investor Proshare Portfolio Challenge, a UK investor game for schools.  JIS entered 20 student teams and two staff teams in this competition. The aim? To try to make as much money as possible in excess of their initial investment of £100,000. This year’s winners were Mert Walley, (10CM), Funmito Adesanya (10HA) and Viola Ribul (10MZ) who finished with just over £130,000.  The Business faculty hopes to make this activity a major part of the GCSE Business Studies course in 2006-2007.

 

ART AND DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

At the start of term ten student representatives, from Years One to Five, presented their art work to the whole of the Primary School. Images of selected works were projected on a screen for all to see. Our ten students described the materials, techniques and ideas they had used. Artwork from all levels is now being selected and prepared for display for the annual JIS Art Exhibition which will take place at the Brunei Art Gallery during the week of June 26, 2006. Students from years 9-13 participated in the first ever house banner competition and created abstract designs influenced by the colourful work of  Henri Matisse. The finished banners will soon be on display in the secondary house area and the winner will be announced early next term.

 

The Design and Technology Department, in collaboration with the Curriculum Development Department under the Ministry of Education, hosted a two day training course in Design Technology for 15 teachers from various government schools. The focus was on Computer Aided Design and Manufacture(CAD/CAM), electronics and various aspects of the Design and Technology curriculum. 

  

HUMANITIES

In early February 26 year 9 students  went to Singapore to visit the Battlebox, Fort Siloso, the City Gallery, Bukit Timah and the Asian Civilisations Museum.    The Chinese Lunar New Year celebrations were an excellent backdrop to the visit, particularly the Chingay Parade.  

VISIT BY THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR

HE The American Ambassador to Brunei Mr Emil Skodon spoke to our Sixth Formers on American policy in Iraq. The talk was well received and there were many penetrating and challenging questions. We are very grateful to the ambassasor for agreeing to come to the school.

THE JUNIOR SCHOOL

The Junior school arranged a Chinese new year disco this term. The children have enjoyed two new initiatives designed to aid collaborative play: large playground games every lunchtime and the ‘Craze of the Week’ during breaks. Kindy Unicorn have been to the fire station and received visits from a hairdresser and expert sushi chefs. Panda kindy have been making animals for a class zoo, a farm, a giant bird cage and a giant aquarium. Reception enjoyed trips to the Empire, to SupaSave and to my office.  They have also been making full use of the new Reception computer suite. Year 2 have had a full day tour of the sights of Brunei. In Year 2 and Year 4, children dressed up in clothes with a French theme and were involved in a pancake race. Pupils proudly wore their outfits and there was a lot of excitement and competition during the relay. Many pancakes, cooked by their teachers, were consumed afterwards. Next term Year 3 will take part in their annual Roman day when all dress in Roman costume, feast on Roman style food and take part in a full day of Roman activities. A teddy Bears’ treasure hunt is also imminent. Junior students are working towards the Junior and Y6 play entitled ‘Monster Rock’ which will take place on Monday 22 and Tuesday 23 May at Dewan Digadong in the Ministry of Sports, Youth and Culture.

CAREERS CAROUSEL

In February JIS successfully held its first major careers event, a “Higher Education and Careers Carousel”. Professionals from over 30 different career areas visited the school. Students learned about the skills and qualifications needed to enter each profession.

Careers as diverse as Medicine, Pharmacy, Law, Engineering, Architecture, Aviation, Tourism and Hotel Management, Music, Performing Arts, the Armed Forces, Graphic and Product Design, Business, Accountancy, Dietetics, Educational Psychology and the Diplomatic Service were represented by practising professionals.  Students were able to gain information about Government Scholarships, Brunei Shell Scholarships and RBA cadet schemes for pilots and aircraft engineers. 
Four Year 13 students will attend the opening of the Brunei Legal Year at the Supreme Court at the end of March.
INTERNATIONAL AWARD

This term has been a busy one for the International Award leader team. In January the Bronze Award students took part in an expedition to the forestry reserve near Tutong. After a 20 km hike through the jungle on the first day, the students set up tents at a secluded campsite next to a lake.  

The Silver Award students had a more challenging route:  they followed the world famous headhunters’ route from Limbang to Mulu in Malaysia. With the help of local guides and boatmen they made the three day journey on foot and by boat.

OTHER EVENTS 

There were the usual parent- teacher evenings and option evenings to discuss your children’s progress. A Higher Education evening was held in January. It is very important that students in year 12 begin research on their options for higher education as early as possible. The student councils organised Candy-Grams and Rose-a-Grams and a very successful Valentines’ Social at the Empire Hotel.   

  

PTCG

The Parent Teacher Community Group organised a Quiz Night at the Kota Batu Yacht Club on Wednesday 15th February. The evening also included a buffet dinner.

We have allocated some of the funds raised from Football Fun Day and other events to projects which will benefit the whole school. These include shading in the playground and more equipment for the Music Faculty.

Next term the PTCG will host a Gala Ball at the Empire including dinner. The date for this is Saturday 20 May. 

Other upcoming events include the JIS Open Golf Tournament and the PTCG Car Boot Sale which will take place on Sunday 30 April along with the JIS Netball Tournament.

As ever, we are always looking for new committee members. If you feel you can give up some of your time to support the PTCG, please contact us here at school.

GLENN MCINTOSH AND PATRICK HORNE

Glenn Mcintosh leaves JIS in April after nine years. He is returning to New Zealand to take up the post of housemaster at Rathkeale College.  He is the last of the original staff to leave. He has made an enormous contribution both to sport at JIS and to the Boarding House. Many children have benefited from his firm but fair approach. He has run the house with great skill, giving support to many pupils. He has seen through many changes and created a warm and friendly atmosphere. We wish him well in his new position.

Glenn is leaving in April, so I have asked Graham Peat, an existing house tutor whom many of you will know, to take over for two months until the new Housemaster arrives in August. His name is John White. He comes with his wife Gill and their two children. John is an experienced housemaster from Culford School in the UK.

Patrick Horne has been appointed Assistant Principal of Harrogate School in the North of England. He has been an outstanding Assistant Principal here and I am very sorry to lose him. His contribution to the growth and development of JIS has been enormous. His skill at resolving curriculum issues, his ideas and advice have all been invaluable. He is calm and measured in all his judgements and well deserves a senior post at this highly regarded school. We wish him every success in this new stage of his career. 

HFMD 
As you know, all primary schools in Brunei are currently closed. You will have received my recent letter about this. We are hoping that years K to 6 can reopen at the beginning of next term, but we must wait for an announcement from the Ministry.

If I may reiterate again the advice from the Ministry of Health, the emphasis is very much on encouraging personal hygiene among our pupils. They must wash their hands thoroughly after using the toilet and before meals. The virus normally triggers mild symptoms. A visit to the doctor is a must if there is any possibility that the illness is HFMD.  It is important that children who develop more serious symptoms are taken to Accident and Emergency or the RIPAS clinic immediately. As a school we will give regular updates to the School Health Division of the MOE about all known cases. Please report all new cases to Ruth Moore, the School Nurse. Teachers will be encouraged to check children when they return to school for any symptoms of HFMD.   

 

Term 3 begins at 7.40am on Monday 3 April. Thank you for all your support this term and I wish all our pupils a restful and productive holiday. 

Yours sincerely

 

John Price

Principal and Chief Executive
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