Upper School Course Guide – A Guide to Year 9 Subject Choices


Welcome to Upper School
As your son or daughter makes the transition from Middle School to Upper School he /she will encounter several changes between his/her Year 8 and Year 9 academic programmes. The purpose of this booklet is to explain some of these differences and provide more detailed information on the Year 9 curriculum.
At Upper School level we aim to develop inquisitive, self-assured and well motivated young men and women who are equipped with a wide range of academic skills and are able to reflect upon their own learning. We encourage all students to  strive not only to achieve the best results they can but to continue to develop their skills outside the classroom through the After School Activities programme. 
Upper School comprises Years 9 to 11. In Years 10 and 11 students follow the I/GCSE programme of study culminating in a set of externally assessed examinations at the end of Year 11. The main aim of Year 9 is to develop in students the skills and characteristics needed by a successful GCSE student and to provide students with the opportunity to ‘try out’ a range of subjects before beginning their actual GCSE courses in Year 10. We aim to provide our students with a broad and relevant curriculum that adequately prepares them, not only for GCSE study, but for life. We also hope to instill in students a love of learning that will last beyond his or her time in formal education.
I hope you find both the presentation and this booklet useful.
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JOANNE CUTHBERT
Head of Upper School

CORE ACADEMIC SKILLS

Throughout their time in Year 9 students will develop a wide range of academic skills. These skills are not subject specific but are developed across all subjects. The skills are also transferable and as they progress through Year 9 students will become increasingly able to make links between subjects and become more adept at transferring generic skills from one subject to another.
These generic skills include:

· Analytical thinking

· Communication

· Critical thinking

· Debate

· Decision making

· Discussion

· Evaluation

· Exam technique

· Group work

· Hypothesis formation

· ICT/Multimedia skills

· Improving own learning

· Independent learning

· Investigative skills

· Listening

· Logic

· Planning

· Presentation skills

· Primary Research

· Problem solving

· Revision skills

· Role play

· Secondary Research

· Speechmaking

· Time management

ASSESSMENT METHODS
Students’ classwork and homework is marked regularly. Students are also set at least two formal assessment tasks per half term. These include:

· Regular unit tests

· Research tasks

· Essay tasks

· Projects

· Investigative tasks

· Presentations
· Practical work

· Oral tests

Students will also sit JIS End of Year examinations in June. 

Data collated from formative and summative assessment is used to track student progress and to inform teaching and learning. At the end of Year 9, in the core subjects, assessment details are also used to inform students’ subject placements, for example, whether a student will join the English Language and Literature classes or the classes working towards an English as a Second Language qualification.
CORE PROGRAMME

All students follow a core programme consisting of:

Mathematics

English Language and Literature

Science: Biology, Chemistry and Physics taught separately by specialist teachers

Modern Foreign Language: Chinese (Mandarin), Foreign Language Malay, French, Spanish or Bahasa Melayu

Physical Education

English Language and Literature

Students develop their English language skills through the following units:

Short Story Writing

The Media, News and Global Issues

Study of Prose

Shakespeare

Poetry

Film Study

The skills developed include:

Literacy  

Creative Writing 

Analytical Essays 

Discursive Essays 

Commentary on prose and poetry 

Poetry writing

Film Reviews 

Interviewing skills

Mathematics
Topics Covered:

Negative Numbers; 
Algebra – patterns, coordinate geometry, scatter-graphs, straight lines; 
Circles – circumference, area of composite shapes; 
Data Handling – displaying data, stem and leaf plots, cumulative frequency graphs; 
Algebra – simplification, indices, formulae, solving equations, simultaneous equations; 
Transformations and scaling – similar figures, ratio, locus; 
Theorem of Pythagoras – 2D and 3D applications, trigonometry; 
Numbers in Standard Form – significant figures, order of magnitude, dimension, speed, travel graphs; 
Probability – addition and multiplication principles, tree diagrams,  
Venn diagrams.

Subject Specific Skills:

The topics covered are taught in a spiral curriculum where all the strands of Number, Space, Chance and Data, and Measurement, are revisited and extended further in a developmental manner.

This course is a foundation for studies in Years 10 and 11 where students will elect to choose between Higher Mathematics and Foundation Mathematics. In year 9, all students will study a common course, however classes will be ‘set’. Students in the top sets will cover the same topics at a faster pace and deeper level than students in lower sets.

Science
Science teaching takes place in discrete Biology, Chemistry and Physics classes.

Biology covers:

Healthy and balanced diets

Health problems associated with nutritional deficiencies

Disease and its prevention

Antibiotics

Chemistry covers:

How rocks provide building materials

Extracting and using metals

Crude oil and fuel

Products made from oil e.g. polymers and ethanol

Physics covers:

Thermal energy transfer

Energy efficiency

Electrical devices

Electro-magnetic waves

Radioactivity

Understanding the way things move

Subject Specific Skills:

Applying concepts; developing arguments; drawing conclusions; planning scientific tasks; carrying out practical tasks safely; analysing and interpreting data

Modern Foreign Languages
Foreign Language Chinese; French; Foreign Language Malay and Spanish are included in this section.

All languages studied as foreign languages cover the four basic skills of:

· Reading

· Writing

· Listening

· Speaking

Students will continue to develop the four skill areas with an emphasis on communication through the study of aspects of contemporary life. Students will learn increasingly complex expressions and structures in the context of dialogues, conversations and short reading selections on everyday social situations.

French
Topics covered:

Travel Plans; Illness and injuries; Going out. Students also begin work on compiling GCSE coursework.

Malay – Foreign Language

Topics covered:

Features of towns, cities and villages; Music; Holidays; Tourist sites in Brunei; TV show; Animals and Shopping

Chinese – Foreign Language

Hobbies; School Life; Parts of the body; Physical Appearance; Illness
Pinyin and characters are an integral part of the writing process. More and more characters will be used. Students are expected to demonstrate their comprehension and application of the language through oral reports, dialogues and essay writing. The course will also develop the students' cultural awareness of the Mandarin-speaking world.

Spanish

Every day activities, Personal and social Life and The world around us.

Bahasa Melayu is available for students wishing to work towards the O Level qualification.

OPTIONAL SUBJECTS
Students complement this core by selecting three more subjects from the list below. Students are encouraged to continue with their study of a creative/practical subject. 
Some students may also choose to take a second foreign language. This choice should be made in conjunction with the student’s Languages teacher. It is expected that these students will have displayed a strong aptitude for the study of languages and will be achieving high grades in their current chosen language.
It is important to consider breadth in choosing optional subjects. It would be unwise for a student to limit their options for further study at this early stage in their academic career. We advise against choosing three creative subjects.

Some students already know exactly what University Courses they wish to pursue in their future. If this is the case, it is important to find out if there are any pre-requisites in terms of subject choice. You can discuss such matters with our Senior Dean, Wendy Isaac.

* Creative subjects 

Art and Design*

Chinese

DT: Product Design*

Drama*

Food and Nutrition*

French

Geography

History

ICT

Malay Foreign Language

Music*
Spanish

Art and Design
Students will investigate a range of processes and techniques associated with four areas of study:
      
Drawing
  
Painting
Printmaking
Sculpture. 
Study of the work of relevant artists, craftspeople and designers in different times and cultures will complement practical study.
Throughout the course students develop:

· the ability to record, observe, and manipulate ideas and concepts.

· a repertoire of art based skills and knowledge.
· an understanding and appreciation of the work of ‘self’ and others.
Subject specific assessment methods include the production of a visual journal; folios of practical work and written tasks based on theoretical aspects of the course.
Design Technology: Product Design
 
Year 9 will concentrate on skills development and will have a strong practical focus to prepare students for GCSE Product Design. This will include CAD/CAM. The year will be split up into about 8 units/projects.
During the course students will develop a range of hand tool skills; CAD/CAM skills; use of machine tools; designing skills and graphical presentation skills.

Assessment is carried out through a series of modular projects.

Drama
In Year 9 students have the opportunity to experience a taste of the Edexcel GCSE programme. This is geared towards developing their ability to create performances from ‘drama texts’ provided by the teacher. These can be scripts or other stimuli such as songs, poems, TV programmes or news articles. The course is invaluable in developing imaginative, collaborative and practical skills. As with all Drama lessons, the benefits to the individual go far and beyond the artistic: the subject offers constant opportunities to build self-esteem, confidence and self-expression, as well as developing problem-solving and analytical skills.

In Year 9, drama texts will include:

Macbeth – a study of Shakespeare’s classic, focusing on the staging of the major action set pieces.

Craig and Bentley – the notorious British murder case of the fifties provides the template for a look at crime and punishment.

She’s Leaving Home – the Beatles song is used as the springboard for a project that exercises story-building skills within the context of social Drama.

Gadong Point – an analysis of the conventions and structure of soap operas leads to the creation of a brand new character-driven drama.

Abigail’s Party – a study of Mike Leigh’s ground-breaking satire, including a look at the unique creation process and an opportunity for the students to experience his methods whilst building their own characters.

 
Food and Nutrition
The Year 9 Food course is split into ten units covering the basics of nutrition; balanced diets; how ingredients work; food safety and hygiene and an introduction to making wise consumer choices.

Throughout the course students will develop a wide range of practical skills during both food preparation lessons and food science experiments.

Students will also work on the nutritional analysis of their own diets and those of consumers with special dietary needs.

Practical skills such as organization; the finish and accuracy of products and working safely and hygienically will be assessed throughout the course.
Geography

Students cover a range of topics including Coastal Environments, The Geography of Sport, Global Fashion, Ecosystems, Energy and Agriculture.

Students will develop a range of subject specific skills including:

· Spatial awareness 

· Map Skills

· Fieldwork Techniques

· Completion of geographical enquiry using primary and secondary research

During the course students complete a piece of coursework linked to the Coastal Environments topic.

History
Students cover a broad range of topics as outlined below:

· Britain in the 19th century, especially the Industrial Revolution, steam power, railways and industry;  

· 20th century World History, including the World Wars, especially WWII in S.E.Asia 
· Topics from the Cold War 1945 to 1991, including the Korean War, Vietnam and the Cuban Missile Crisis.
Students will develop their ability to:

· Interpret and evaluate written, aural and visual evidence

· Evaluate the reliability of primary and secondary source material

· Write essays and reports

· Prepare coursework-style essays
Students will complete a piece of assessed coursework linked to the 20th Century topics.
ICT 
During the course students cover four main areas as outlined:
Investigate using ICT

Using Referencing Tools
Using Library Databases
Desktop Publishing
Database investigations – online and offline
Analysing Data
Use multimedia to present an ICT topic – Interactive and linear

Sound and Video Editing
Animation
Multimedia and Interaction
    

Using Presentation Software to Present
Carry out a website makeover
Understanding Website Structure and Design
Using CSS, Flash, Inline frames, Java to enhance website design
Using Macromedia DreamWeaver
 
Use modeling and virtual worlds

Modelling using Spreadsheet Scenarios
Introduction to Graphic Programming
Students are involved in group presentations, and self-evaluation as part of ICT assessments. 
 
Music
Major topics covered in the Y9 course

Performance

· 2 solo and 1 ensemble performance during the year. 

· All students are expected to have professional private music tuition in their main performance instrument.

· In class time students are introduced to playing drum-kit, guitar, bass, keyboard and percussion instruments.

Composition

· Students use a wide range of music software programmes to create their own original compositions and arrangements e.g MAGIX, Sibelius, Logic and Band-In-A-Box software is used.

· Dance Re-Mix (incorporating video), Blues and World Music styles are explored.

Listening and Music Appreciation

· Topics studied include, 12 Bar Blues, Brunei & Balinese Gamelan, Salsa,  Minimalist, African Drumming, Classical Music 1600 -1900 and the Elements of Music

· Theory and rudiments of Music is also studied

· Career options in music.

Students develop the following range of music based skills:
· Performance, improvisation, aural and ear training

· Note, rhythm and chord reading

· Developing ideas in music

· Developing practical knowledge in music

· Communicating and interpreting in music

· Understanding music in context

· Music terminology

 
WHO CAN HELP IN THE DECISION MAKING PROCESS
Middle School Pastoral Team and Tutors
Mr Ian Mehta








Mr Andrew French








Mr David Hatchett








Ms Marinka Gnaden








Mr Roland Lopez 







Ms Gisela Drewes







Mrs Claire Poulain








Mr Michael Funder
Upper School Pastoral Team



Ms Jo Cuthbert








Mr Steve Whiteley

Senior Dean





Mrs Wendy Isaac

Careers Counsellor




Ms Ann Lord

Year 8 Subject Teachers

Courses starting August 2006 
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