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5 July 2006

Dear Parent
 
It is a great pleasure to write to you again at the end of a very busy year. Much has been achieved on many different fronts and I am extremely grateful for all the support I have received from the Board of Directors, parents, teachers and students in so many different ways.
 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
One of the main focuses this term has been the School Development Plan. Heads of Faculty, Heads of School, the Finance Manager and many other departmental heads have worked hard to produce a five year development plan for the school, which is now complete. One of the major focuses is of course raising academic standards. We must create a more academic culture with pupils achieving excellent results in public examinations. They must also develop the broad personal culture and the thinking skills that are so necessary in the modern world. We shall focus on combating the passivity of some pupils and on encouraging initiative and personal endeavour. A full vision and mission statement for JIS has been drafted. It expands on the original mission statement of the school. Internationalism is a major focus. The school will strive to promote awareness of current affairs, the study of world history, environmentalism and, most importantly, understanding between peoples.    
 
As you know, JIS has invited the UK Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) to inspect the school in May 2007. As an international member of the Headmasters’ and Headmistresses’ Conference, JIS must undergo inspection every six years. We are working hard to meet the standards expected by the ISI. I am sure that the inspection will be a positive experience that will recognise our strengths and give guidance about areas for improvement. 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE
The building of the new boarding house has begun. The new block will provide 64 additional beds. A new housemaster has been appointed and there will be structural changes to the system of management during 2006-7. 
 
Although initially the school focused on the idea of constructing a simple auditorium, it is now proposing a somewhat grander building that will cater to a range of needs within the school and the wider community. Approval is being sought for this project. We are proposing that an Arts Centre be constructed at JIS on the land between the Sixth Form centre and the existing Boarding House. This building would accommodate:
 
· An auditorium with 800 seats and outstanding acoustics 
· A versatile studio theatre for 200 people with moveable, stackable seating and independent lighting.   

· Teaching rooms for the music department and the drama department 

· A space for the display of the visual arts, possibly in a large foyer 

· Catering facilities, a Green Room, dressing rooms, sufficient car parking 

 
Our sporting facilities are also in need of expansion. We are looking to lay out new playing fields on the land behind the Sixth Form Centre. New changing rooms and a pavilion may also be part of this project. 
MANAGEMENT
JIS has been successfully divided into schools: Junior (K to 5), Middle (6 to 8), Upper (9 to 11) and Sixth Form (12 and 13) and the management structure of the school has been greatly simplified. The Junior School also has Heads of Year who provide the pastoral care in their particular year group and Heads of Subject who run the curriculum in liaison with whole school Heads of Faculty. It also has a Coordinator of House/ASA events. The other schools have a Head of School and deputies, one of whom will bear particular responsibility for house events coordination from August 2006. The Principal/CEO has a deputy, who is also the Director of Studies. 
 
Deputy Principal and Director of Studies

Andrew Taylor
Head of the Junior School     


Karen Lewis
Head of the Middle School    


Ian Mehta
Head of the Upper School      


Peter Flynn
Head of the Sixth Form          


David Hobday 
Most issues involving the day to day running of the school will be dealt with by the Heads of School. Only very serious disciplinary issues will be dealt with by Andrew Taylor or me. Karen Lewis and Ian Mehta will be in David Allison’s old office, Peter Flynn will have an office in the Student Centre and David Hobday will be in the Sixth Form Centre. They will handle admissions (in consultation with the Senior Registrar) and all pastoral issues concerning your children. Please feel free to contact them. 
 
There will also be two Academic Directors (Barnaby Sandow and Richard Clarkson) who will report to Andrew Taylor. They will deal with the timetable, examinations, the school calendar and many other issues, when Richard Wilton (Assistant Principal for Examinations and Timetable) leaves at Christmas. I am very grateful to Richard for all his hard work in these complex areas over many years.  
 
John White will join us in August as the Senior Boarding Housemaster. I am very grateful to Graham Peat who held the reins this term after the departure of Glenn McIntosh.
  
TEACHING AND LEARNING
The particular focus for heads of faculty this year has been schemes of work for the Middle School, critical review, self-evaluation and faculty development plans. 
 
The changes have not been radical. The British National curriculum leading to GCSE and A-level is still being followed. The aim is simply to address the criticism that expectations were too low in years 6 to 9. Schemes of work that support exciting and challenging teaching are being developed at all levels of the school.    
 
The Junior School Curriculum Group has been looking at the curriculum across the school and working on developing cross-curricular links between subjects which will enhance the children’s learning and make the curriculum more relevant and coordinated.  A great deal of the children’s work has been scrutinised and feedback given to staff. We are also planning to hold more of the successful Parent Workshops early next year in Humanities and Science. 
 
HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAREERS
  
	 
	 
	No
	%
	 

	UCAS applicants (% of Yr 13)
	 
	45
	47.4
	 

	UCAS applicants holding offers
	 
	43
	95.6
	Both students without offers are medics who have also applied elsewhere

	UCAS applicants holding T10 offers
	21
	46.7
	 

	UCAS applicants holding R, T10 or T20 offers
	34
	75.6
	 

	 
UCAS is the UK universities applications authority
R = Russell group
	 

	T10 = top ten UK universities
	 

	T20 = top twenty UK universities
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	UBD applicants (% of Yr 13)
	 
	10
	10.5
	Offers are not finalised until A-level results are available

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ROW applicants with responses to date 
(% of Yr 13)
	12
	12.6
	This figure relates to students who have submitted only ROW applications, and ignores UCAS applicants who have also applied to other countries

	ROW applicants holding offers
	 
	12
	100.0
	 

	ROW applicants holding W100 offers
	12
	83.3
	 

	 
ROW = rest of world 
W100 = Top 100 universities in the world (Times Higher Education 2006)
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


 
	Students yet to apply or receive responses
 
	37
	 
	(This includes 14 UBD, Australian and Malaysian medical applicants awaiting responses, and further applicants to W100 universities)


   
STAFFING
Staff leaving in July 2006:
  
	Primary
	Secondary

	David Allison
	Jo Cuthbert 

	Suzanne Allison
	Genevieve Tippett

	Sylvia Hayles
	Rachel Wilson

	James Manners
	Gabi Kraft

	Jacqui Bullock
	Graham Peat

	Ash Laukam
	Katie Wood

	Helen Laukam
	James Haken

	Jean Rose
	Catherine Haken

	Roberta Matlock
	Emmanuel Vaz

	Nic Forshaw
	Danielle Lebel

	Linda Bishop 
	David Merry

	Simon Higham
	Craig Whalland


 
New staff arriving in August 2006: 
 
	Miss Stefany Brown
	Secondary librarian
	 

	Miss Claire Hackett
	Art/BH tutor
	Boarding

	Dr Richard Clarkson
	Chemistry teacher
	 

	Miss Christine Miles
	Teacher
	Junior

	Mrs Helen Watson
	EAL teacher
	 

	Mr Robin Watson
	English teacher
	 

	Ms Rajvinder Kaur
	Teacher 
	Junior

	Mr Matthew Legg
	Design Technology
	 

	Mr Michael Jolly
	Reception
	Junior

	Mr Andy Bartlett
	Science
	 

	Miss Julia Connolly
	Teacher
	Junior

	Ms Andrea Kelly
	English/Humanities
	 

	Ms Eleanor Green
	Food Technology  
	 

	Mr Adam Atkinson
	ICT
	 

	Ms Hannah Brooks
	Learning Support
	Junior

	Mr John White
	Senior housemaster
	boarding

	Mrs Gill White
	classroom asst/BH tutor
	Boarding

	Mrs Michele Bennett
	Art
	 

	Mr Wayne Sharpe
	 English/BH tutor
	Boarding

	Mr Russell Mann
	EAL teacher
	 

	Ms Jane Spence
	Learning Support
	 

	Mr James Gajitos
	Technician/BH tutor
	Boarding

	Mrs Wai Lee
	Kindy Assistant  
	 

	Mr Roland Alibert
	French/BH tutor
	Boarding

	Dr Sandra Rouse
	Learning Support teacher
	Junior

	Mr Michael Carter
	Head of PE
	 

	Miss Caroline Brunskill
	PE/BH tutor
	boarding

	Mr Philip O' Harte
	Accounting/BS Studies
	 

	Mr Jozef Fryckowski
	Mathematics
	 

	Mr Greg Baylis
	Network manager
	 


 
24 members of staff are leaving JIS this year out of a total of 108. There will be 30 new staff in August, including a full time librarian, a new network manager, a new Head of PE and a new Housemaster. I am confident that all these new staff members  will contribute enormously to the development of the school. 
 
DRAMA
Ian McShane, Valerie Broadley and Simon Higham continue to produce drama of the highest quality. This term has seen the production of  uNITED sTATES as well as a number of other quality pieces for examination assessment. uNITED sTATES played to packed, enthusiastic houses.
 
The Drama students' courses culminated in the A-Level performances of Willy Russell's Stags & Hens, Samuel Beckett's Waiting for Godot and the devised piece Criminelle as well as the GCSE comedy The Bench..
 
Almost 100 Junior and Y6 students took part in the 4th annual production ‘Monster Rock’ at the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports.
 
 
SUARA AND THE SOUL WITHIN
The production of these two school publications has been undertaken this year by Peter Flynn and Angela Hall. The quality of the writing is quite outstanding and these two members of staff are to be commended for the time and energy that they have devoted to these magazines.
 
FACULTIES
Mathematics: the school has participated both nationally and internationally in maths competitions. In February JIS won the decoding competition and came fourth overall in the South East Asian Mathematics Competition held in Thailand. 66 students from years 8 to 13 participated in the Canadian Maths Competition. JIS reached the quarter finals of the Explomaths competition and some of our best Bruneian 6th form students participated in the Brunei Maths Olympiad.
 
ADT: much excellent student work was exhibited at the annual ADT Exhibition, which was held at the Empire Hotel and Country Club during the week of June 26, 2006.
  
Languages: students from years one to eight are now able to take Mandarin as a first language option. Younger Chinese students will be offered Mandarin and Chinese culture classes each week, as there is a high demand for this. All students following the Mandarin course will also be offered the opportunity of Bahasa Malayu classes after school so that they can continue studying for the Malay O Level programme.  
 
Humanities: there have been numerous trips this year, including the Year 6 residential trip to Darwin, a one-day trip to Tasek Merimbun with Year 7, a half-day river studies field trip with Year 8, a half-day coastal field trip and a four day trip to Singapore with Year 9, a half-day leisure studies field trip with Year 10, two local field trips with Year 12.
  
Science: the science department has enjoyed teaching in the refurbished science labs that were completed this year. The improved facilities for practical work and the data projector in each lab have made a huge difference to science lessons. Over 120 students participated in the Australian Science Competition this year. Our A Level Biology students spent several days at the Belalong Field Studies Centre in Temburong learning about the rainforest and, in the process, completing a coursework module. 
 
HOUSE
This term we had the Netball and Debating competitions and the national Word Play competition. I should like to thank the Heads of House for all their efforts this year and all the staff who have contributed to making the House activities so enjoyable. The Junior School held their swimming and athletics events as well as the very successful Talent Quest.
 
MUSIC 
There are now over 200 students enrolled in weekly instrumental lessons and 20 Music ASAs are offered. New groups added this year included; Girls’ Chorale, Jerudong Singers, Junior Orchestra, Middle School Strings, EE Band, String Quintet and a revamped Jazz Band. The system of enrolment to instrumental lessons has also been streamlined with parents having direct access to application forms (as well as other information) by downloading these PDF forms from the school’s website.
  
The Music Faculty received an unexpected but greatly welcomed boost with the loan of three grand pianos in January and a further three in April. There are 60 students enrolled in piano lessons and the students are very fortunate to have instruments of exceptional quality available to them. 
 
The music faculty produced 2 DVDs and a CD of original compositions. 
  
There was a Music Trip to Singapore in March 2006 for four days of intensive music workshops and performances with students from Tanglin School. There was a spectacular concert at the Empire for International Day in April. In May Year 7 performed The Lion King. Talented Year 8 violinist Timothy Chua was chosen to represent Brunei as a member of the ASEAN Youth Orchestra for a one week’s tour of Cambodia. Timothy was the youngest member of the group. He has also been awarded a scholarship to attend a one month orchestral workshop in Shanghai in July. 
There were various  musical items, including a performance of Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue” by talented Y13 pianist Hui Ping Ong, accompanied by the senior orchestra. 
 
STUDENT WELFARE 
During the year well over 100 students have made use of the counselling service. All of Year 10 are receiving training in communication and group work skills, with a volunteer group (PALS) meeting weekly to learn about supporting middle school students. ‘The Listeners’ is a group of Sixth formers who have been trained in listening skills and problem solving to support students across Middle and Upper school. 
 
UGAMA
The Ministry of Religious Affairs has kindly supplied us with a full complement of  Ugama teachers. For the first time at JIS we have a complete Ugama programme.
 
The full Ugama programme classes offered from Pra to Primary 6 (Y2 onwards) at JIS are taught in Malay and run from 2.30pm to 4.30pm, Monday to Friday.  We also have a short programme that runs from 2:30pm-3:30pm, once a week.
 
UNIFORM 
The new items of uniform are now on sale in the school shop and seem to be very popular. The younger students are looking smart in their coloured polo shirts and skorts. A few of the older girls have shortened their skirts and feedback from them is also very positive. We had hoped to have the open necked shirts in the shop before the end of the school year but this is looking increasingly unlikely. Once again we apologise for the delay and thank you for your patience in this matter. The students now have a wide range of uniform items from which to choose.  
 
MODEL UNITED NATIONS
MUN has become a very popular ASA in recent years, so much so that this year Stewart Hird and Nick Forshaw have had to run a special group for the Middle School participants. Our Year 7/8 team visited KL in April for their first taste of international MUN action.  
 
INTERNATIONAL AWARD
Silver Award Students had an exciting challenging expedition: they followed the world famous headhunters’ route from Limbang to Mulu in Malaysia. With the help of local guides and boatmen they made the three day journey on foot and by boat.
   
PTCG
On Saturday 20th May the PTCG hosted the Spring Ball at the Empire Hotel and Country Club. The guests enjoyed a sumptuous meal in the ballroom before dancing the night away in the Baze night club. The JIS Open Golf Tournament also took place on the same day as the ball.
 
In short, it has been a very productive year. Have an excellent holiday.
 
Yours sincerely   
John Price

Principal and Chief Executive
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